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mercial importance of Hsi-aa is attributable to its central
position. Here converge the roads leading into Kan-su,
Ssu-eh'uan, Ho-nan, Hu-peh, and Shan-hsi. The pecu-
liarly mountainous nature of the country surrounding
the Wei basin, the existence of only two practicable
roads through the range on the south, the Tsung-ling
shan, and two through the mountainous province of
Kan-su on the west, all of which converge to this plain,
and consequently to Hsi-an, have given the city from of
old a very great importance, both strategical and com-
mercial.1 The enterprise and wealth of its merchants
and traders, who have availed themselves of all the
natural advantages of their city, is well-known in China.
Throughout Kan-su and Ssu-ch'uan, in Mongolia, Tur-
kestan and Tibet one meets lao-shan merchants and
traders. At Ya-chou Fu, the center of the tea trade in
western Ssu-ch?uan, most of the tea factories are owned
by them, and at Lan-chou Fu, in Kan-su, more than
half of the tobacco factories, the principal industry of
that city, are in their hands/2
To Kan-su, with which province I was chiefly concerned,
Hsi-an sends chinaware, cotton piece goods, silks, tea
(Hu-nan brick tea), and some wheat, while it receives from
it Lan-chou water-pipe tobacco (sJiui-yen), bean-oil, opium
1 Chinese itineraries supply the following data:
From Hsi-an Fu to Ch'eng-tu (Ssu-ch'uan), 2300 li (766 miles).
From Hsi-an Fu to Lan-chou (Kan-su), 1470 li (390 miles).
From Hsi-an Fu to Hami (Turkestan), 4480 li (1493 miles).
From Hsi-an Fu to Kuldja (Turkestan), 8020 U (2673 miles).
From Hsi-an Fu to Yarkand (Turkestan), 9250 li (3083 miles).
From Hsi-an Fu to Peking, 1632 U (544 miles).                     s
2 For administrative purposes, Hsi-       A very handsome "breed of smooth-
an is divided into two prefectures    haired greyhounds is found in a dis-
(Hsten), Ch'ang-an and Hsien-ning,     trict about fifty miles north of Hsi-an.
the first name "being that under which    They are called Hsi kou or " Western
this city was known in the time of its    dogs,?t a-nd most likely were originally
greatest splendor,                                 imported from Turkestan.